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points to what we cannot represent in thought,
and sets out with what is inconceivable. 'c A
centre of force without extension is unthink-
able j we can form nothing more than a sym-
bolic conception of the illegitimate order."

The truth, I conceive, is just the reverse.
An extended centre  of  forces, that vary by
any  law  of distance, is  what  is really  un-
thinkable ;   since  they  would then have   to
vary by a law of distance, with no  definite
distance by which they can be defined.    On
tho other hand, the present conception is one
with which all mathematicians are familiar.    It
lies  at the very basis  of those theories of
Newton, to which, and not at all to Atheistic
Positivism, Astronomy chiefly owes its immense
progress in the last two hundred years.    It is
definite in itself, and also in the results which
flow from it, when particular laws of force are
assumed.    It is thus a symbolic conception of
tho most legitimate kind, and indeed it will
be  hard to prove that  any other is equally
legitimate.    The strict continuity of matter is
disproved by all the facts of ^modern chemical
science.   Tho middle hypothesis of extended,
#olid atoms, not in contact, separated by mere
space, and kept apart by repulsive forces, com-
bines all the metaphysical difficulty of centres of